
April 20, 2017 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners were present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 4th meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Officer, presented bills in the amount of $117,933.39.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to approve the bills as presented.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented a donation from Gary Cares on behalf of the 2016 One Fund Drive in the amount of 

$506.00 for the Norman County Crime Victim Advocate Program.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the 

donation on behalf of the Crime Victim Advocate Program.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Next on the agenda was the application for the Heart of the Valley Liquor License.  Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the 

completed application which had been signed by the County Attorney, James Brue, the Norman County Sheriff, Jeremy 

Thornton, and the Chairman of McDonaldsville Township, Erik Rockstad.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve the HOV Liquor License.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jill Murray, Assessor, presented the board with three tax abatement requests, two due to clerical error removing homestead 

classification, and one due to an opinion from the Department of Revenue.  The first request was submitted by Judy Sites, 

regarding parcel 32-8719000, where a clerical error mistakenly removed her 1B classification.  Commissioner Jacobson made a 

motion to allow the abatement of $404.00 in taxes based on restoring the 1B classification.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The second request was submitted by Ann Williams, POA, on behalf of Ruth Steen, regarding parcels 07-3156000 and 07-

3193001, where a clerical error removed the homestead classification.  Ruth is in the nursing home and should be receiving 

homestead credit.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to allow the abatement of $1,613.00 for parcel 07-3156000 and 

$848.00 for parcel 07-3193001.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The third request was due to an opinion from the Department of Revenue on parcels 06-2845000, 06-2849000, 06-2878000, 

06-2878001, 06-2886000, and 21-8153000 in the name of Francis Chisholm Trust and Ardis Chisholm.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to allow the abatement of $5,386.00 in taxes on the above mentioned parcels, as well as 

$490.00 in homestead credit.   

Ms. Murray then addressed the board regarding hiring temporary summer help to get data into the CAMA system.  

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve hiring temporary summer help for the Assessor’s Office.  Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the board with information requesting the abatement of mobile home taxes on two 

mobile homes.  Donna stated that the first mobile home had originally been taxed as personal property and then when 

Rhonda Kaste had purchased a tax forfeited parcel, the mobile home was put onto real estate and taxed as residential 

property.  The back mobile home taxes were never cleared up, and last year the property the mobile home was placed on was 

forfeited for non-payment of taxes and sold.  Ms. Hanson stated she felt the taxes would never be recouped and she asked to 

have an abatement on the taxes in order to get this off the books.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the 

Kaste abatement in the amount of $1170.29 on parcel 27-8000002.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Ms. Hanson stated that the second mobile home had been sold by Justin Krueger to Michael Bendickson in 2007 or 2008.  Mr. 

Bendickson never transferred the title into his name.  Mr. Krueger had taken Mr. Bendickson to Small Claims Court which Mr. 

Bendickson did not show up for.  The mobile home was left abandoned in the Twin Valley Trailer Court and the new owners, 

Bob & Carlene Smith had those units that were not occupied, demolished.  Donna stated that she felt we would never collect 

the taxes and she would like to get this parcel off the tax rolls.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow the 

abatement of mobile home taxes on the Justin Krueger property, parcel 32-8000105, in the amount of $3791.91.  

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

After a short break, Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Ms. Swenson introduced Bryan 

Mickelson as the newest employee at the Highway Department, serving as a Maintenance Tech I. 

Jerilyn distributed the 2016 Norman County Highway Department Annual Report.   

Jerilyn updated the board on the bid opening on May 8th at 1 pm for additional projects as advertised at this time.   

Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, gave a report on the county auction sale which he felt was very successful.   

Ms. Swenson then presented a contract for Davidson Construction Inc of New Folden, MN for shouldering on CP-17-00-01.  

After some discussion Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to go into contract with Davidson Construction, Inc. for 

shouldering on CP-17-00-01 in the amount of $188,190.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on vote 

unanimously carried.  The contract was signed by Chairman Gunderson.   



Jerilyn also noted that she would like a special meeting on Tuesday, May 23rd, at 9 a.m. to award SP 054-598-040 and SAP 

054-599-064.   

Commissioner Hall left the meeting approximately 10:20 a.m.  Kevin Ruud and Greg Holmvik of the Wild Rice Watershed 

District entered the meeting.   

Engineer Swenson then brought forth an application to perform maintenance on County Ditch #7 for approximately 1 mile 

North of County Road 29.  After much discussion regarding the application and the whereabouts of the requested cleaning, 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the ditch cleaning on CD #7 as long as landowners are properly notified and 

agree to a spoil easement.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Swenson then made a request to hire Widseth, Smith, Nolting (WSN) of Alexandria, MN for engineering services regarding 

4 or more bridges on the Agassiz Trail.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve 

hiring WSN for engineering services regarding 4 or more bridges on the Agassiz Trail.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 

motion and three voted in favor with Commissioner Jacobson voting nay.  Motion carried.   

Greg Holmvik, Wild Rice Watershed District manager, addressed the board as the only candidate applying for the open 

position on the Wild Rice Watershed District Board of Managers.  After some discussion with Mr. Holmvik on his years of 

service to the board and the challenges that lie ahead, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve reappointment of 

Greg Holmvik to the Wild Rice Watershed District Board of Managers, serving from April 25, 2017 to April 25, 2020.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

James Leiman, Administrator of the City of Ada, then approached the board regarding the next phase of the tree planting 

project.  Mr. Leiman presented information for the third year of the project with focus on the business corridor and a layout 

plan for the remaining 105 trees to be planted.  After considerable discussion, the board suggested having property owners 

sign off on a permission form acknowledging where trees would be planted.  Mr. Leiman will work with Attorney Brue on this.  

- 

Camille Bessler, Court Administrator, approached the board asking for approval to purchase sound panels for the courtroom 

at a cost of $3500 to $4000, as they are having difficulty getting an accurate court record.  After some discussion it was the 

consensus of the board to contact the architect who worked on the courtroom remodel, Kerry Peuser, at MJBA.  The board 

suggested that Ms. Bessler work with Commissioner Hall in contacting Mr. Peuser to get his suggestions on this issue.   

Ms. Bessler then approached the board regarding mounting the receiver for the wireless assisted listening device in the 

courtroom as they are having difficulties with individuals being able to hear using the assistive devices.  The board felt that 

when Ms. Bessler was speaking with Mr. Peuser regarding the acoustic problems, she might also ask him regarding the 

historical society issues with mounting the receiver and also suggested that if we get the acoustic problem addressed, this 

might also solve the issue for those using the hearing assistive devices.   

Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, then addressed the board with a request to purchase a 2017 Ford Police utility Vehicle from the 

state contract at a price of $28,313.95.  After some discussion regarding vehicles, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

approve the purchase of a 2017 Ford Police Utility vehicle from the state contract.  Commissioner Redland seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Sheriff Thornton then informed the board that the District I Sheriff’s Association is looking at the feasibility of working 

together with the state on joining forces with the update of 911 systems to the new enhanced 911 system.  If this can be 

done, it could show considerable savings for each county involved when transitioning to the new enhanced 911 system.  This 

is just in the exploratory phase at this time.   

Commissioner Bommersbach inquired of Sheriff Thornton if he would be preparing an annual Sheriff’s report as had been 

done in the past.  Jeremey stated that he will work on providing this.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented.    

     Road & Bridge - $5,609.72  Revenue - $23,120.03  County Building Fund - $100.00 

     Public Health - $3,006.29  County Homes - $2,748.99  TOTAL - $34,585.03 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.     

Chairman Gunderson recessed the meeting for lunch at 11:35 to return at 1:00 p.m. for interviews.   

Chairman Gunderson reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. for the purpose of interviewing four candidates for the Chief 

Financial Position. Commissioner Hall returned to the meeting at 1 p.m.  The four candidates interviewed were Terri Johnson, 

via skype from Ahman, Jordan; Kim Johnson, Kami Lhatka and David Stene.   

Following the lengthy interview process, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to offer the position to David Stene 

contingent on salary committee recommendation.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.      

There being no further items on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 4:36 p.m.  

 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


